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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Panera Bread® Invites You to Savor the Flavor of Summer  

 
Summertime Favorite Strawberry Poppyseed & Chicken Salad Returns; 

New Tomato, Mozzarella & Basil Salad and Frozen Strawberry Lemonade  
Debut  

 
St. Louis, MO – May 26, 2010 – Summer at Panera Bread® is all about fresh foods, fresh flavors -- and 
fresh takes on favorite classics.  This commitment to freshness comes through in Panera’s summer menu 
specials: the Strawberry Poppyseed & Chicken Salad, a longtime seasonal favorite, the new Tomato, 
Mozzarella & Basil Salad and the new Frozen Strawberry Lemonade.  

The Strawberry Poppyseed & Chicken Salad is made with all-natural, antibiotic-free chicken, crisp 
romaine lettuce and accented with fresh strawberries and blueberries, as well as pineapple, Mandarin 
oranges and pecans.  As a finishing touch, all ingredients are tossed in a fat-free, reduced-sugar 
Poppyseed dressing, providing a refreshing summer meal option.  With only 8 grams of fat and under 300 
calories, this salad has all of the flavor with none of the guilt.         

While customers crave the Strawberry Poppyseed & Chicken Salad year-round, Panera only offers this 
customer favorite during the summer months when its ingredients are the most flavorful.  “It’s hard to say 
no to a customer, but when we do, it’s because we have their best interests and taste buds in mind,” said 
Panera’s Head Chef Dan Kish, a former associate dean at the Culinary Institute of America.  “We only 
offer the salad when its star ingredients – the fresh strawberries and blueberries – are at their peak of 
ripeness,” he explained.      

In summertime, people crave a tomato that tastes ripe, is juicy and is full of freshness.  For that reason, 
Panera Bread arranges for more frequent deliveries of its tomatoes to its bakery-cafes, allowing for riper 
tomatoes to arrive with more taste, creating a better overall tasting Tomato, Mozzarella & Basil Salad.  
This new salad features fresh vine-ripened tomatoes, cucumbers, basil and onions that are marinated in a 
tangy balsamic vinaigrette before being mixed with fresh mozzarella ciliegine (cherry-sized balls) – all 
served over field greens and romaine lettuce.   By incorporating bite-sized pieces of mozzarella, each 
mouthful provides a combination of ripe tomatoes and creamy cheese to savor.   

The new salad also incorporates fresh Asiago cheese croutons to add textural variety and flavor intensity.  
Lastly, it’s finished with coarse sea salt, pepper and specially sourced extra virgin olive oil from a farm on 
the island of Crete in Greece. 
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Panera’s summer menu is centered around the philosophy that sometimes the natural abundance of the 
ingredients should be allowed to shine – especially when the recipe’s key component is sweet, succulent 
lobster.  The Lobster Sandwich is superb in its simplicity: generous chunks of real lobster, lightly dressed 
with mayonnaise on soft, fresh-baked ciabatta.  The Lobster Sandwich will appear on menu boards this 
summer at select bakery-cafes.     

Panera’s new Frozen Strawberry Lemonade is a refreshing complement to round out any summer meal.  
All of Panera’s frozen drinks are blended to order, and the Frozen Strawberry Lemonade is no exception.  
Striking the ideal balance between sweet and tart, it is made with real strawberry puree and Panera’s 
signature lemonade.  Our Frozen Strawberry Lemonade does not contain any high fructose corn syrup or 
artificial flavorings.    
 
“Discovering just the right balance between the sweet strawberries and the tart lemonade was a labor of 
love,” said Myrna Adolfo, Director of Beverage Development at Panera Bread.  “I spent hours going back 
and forth calibrating the drink, trying to marry these two bold flavors to create a refreshing frozen drink 
that tastes and smells just as good as it looks.”  
 

About Panera Bread  
Panera Bread Company owns and franchises 1,388 bakery-cafes as of March 30, 2010 under the Panera 
Bread®, Saint Louis Bread Co.®, and Paradise Bakery & Café® names. With our identity rooted in 
handcrafted, fresh-baked, artisan bread, we are committed to providing great tasting, quality food that 
people can trust. Nearly all of our bakery-cafes have a menu highlighted by antibiotic free chicken, whole 
grain bread, select organic and all-natural ingredients, with zero grams of artificial trans fat per serving, 
which provide flavorful, wholesome offerings. Our menu includes a wide variety of year-round favorites, 
complemented by new items introduced seasonally with the goal of creating new standards in everyday 
food choices. In neighborhoods across this country and in Ontario, Canada, our customers enjoy our 
warm and welcoming environment featuring comfortable gathering areas, relaxing decor, and free internet 
access. Our bakery-cafes routinely donate bread and baked goods to community organizations in need. 
Additional information is available on the Company’s website, www.panerabread.com. 
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